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EXTRACTS   FROM   OFFICIAL  ORAL  EVIDENCE.
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Magistrate, and he has certain duties under the Act particularly in regard to looking after criminal tribes and in reporting to the police at the outpost. In practice we found, when we tried in 1921-22, as a policy of retrenchment, to reduce the number of unarmed police and so put a stop to patrolling, the sub-inspectors of police became more or less blind, because the village police did not supply them with the information which we hoped they would.
 43.	They have to report   to the Superintendent
but they are not directly recruited by the police ?—
They   report   to   the   sub-inspectors   at   the "police
station.
 44.	But they are not directly under the command
of the sub-inspector, are they ?—No, not in any way
 45.	What sort of number would there be in the
average   village ?—It  depends   on   the  size  of  the
village, but in the average village there is one police
pa til, -and  he has under him three or four men	
jagliars—who are a kind of village watchmen.
46.	They are not in uniform ?—No.    They wear
a bert.
47- Is there anything you would like to tell the Commission generally on the subject of the police force ?—In what particular line ?
 48.	On  your  own  lines.     Is  there  anything you
would like to tell us ?—I should like to mention our
experience with regard to Indianisation,  because I
think it is important.    We have got in the cadre
five  officers  who are recruited from the provincial
service ;    they are Indians  who were selected and
promoted.    We find that the majority of them are
perfectly capable of running a district.    These men
have all been tried in the fire, and they have been
selected  with great care because we feel confident
they are men who are able to do what we require
of them.
 49.	The Chairman :   May I interrupt to ask you
this.     These five officers who have been promoted
from the provincial service were doing what sort of
work before ?—They were doing the Ordinary sub-
divisional   work.    They   started   as   inspectors   or
sub-inspectors and worked up through the ranks to
become Deputy Superintendents of Police, exactly
equal  in   rank,   position   and   responsibility to  an
Assistant   Superintendent   of   Police,   i.e.   a   direct
recruit from England.
 50.	What sort of offices do th*?se five officers hold
now ?—Superintendents in charge of districts.
 51.	They are District Superintendents of Police ?
—Yes.
 52.	Out of 27 districts to-day, five are districts
which, are in charge of District  Superintendents of
Police promoted from the Provincial Service ?-—Yes.
 53.	And on the whole quite satisfactory ?—Yes.,
 54.	You were going on to tell us about the others,
I suppose.    You have 27 districts and you have so
accounted for five ?—The others are almost entirely
recruited from home.    At present we are in rather
a   curious   position.    Before   the   Lee   Commission
came out we had a large exodus of officers under the
proportionate pension rules,  and we had to make
good that shortage and were compelled to take in
a large number of officers from the Army, who are
proving remarkably efficient.
 55.	I  thought that besides the officers, recruited
by promotion from the provincial service, you might
perhaps have some Indians directly recruited ?    I
do  not know whether you have ?—Yes, we have.
They are at the beginning of their service now.
 56.	They have not yet reached the higher rank ?—
No.
 57.	Colonel Lane-Fox:   I take it they will go to
the higher ranks if they prove themselves efficient ?—
Yes.    The first one came in 1922.
 58.	What sort of period does it generally take for
a  man  to  rise  to  the position  of District Super
intendent ?—It   is  generally  assumed   to   be  eight
years, but it varies enormously.
 59.	You will not realise the value or otherwise of
these men for several more years, anyhow ?—It will
take some time.    •
 
 60.	I should like to ask you about the distribution
of the armed and unarmed forces.    Does each dis
trict have its quota of so many armed and so many
unarmed ?—With the armed police we make pro
vision for all guards and escorts to be supplied in a
district, and we provide the full number, plus reliefs.
Above that you have the safety reserve, and above
that a 15 per cent, reserve for leave, training, sick
ness and so on.
 61.	I take it the armed are probably grouped in
larger sections than the unarmed ?—At head-quarters
they are, yes.    In the districts you generally have a
strength of two head constables and six constables, or
three head constables and nine constables, according
to the size of the taluka head-quarters,  but never
more than that.
 62.	The Chairman :   May I just ask this supple
mentary question ?    You said,   I  think,   that  your
most serious difficulty which would arise  from  time
to time would be traced, you thought, to communal
feelings ;   is that so ?—Yes.
 63.	You have had a very long experience in this
Presidency in the police service ;   I wish you would
give me your view.    Do you think that from your
(that is to say, the police) point of view, communal
tension in this Presidency has increased or diminished
since the Montagu Reforms ?—At first there was an
extraordinary   rapprochement between   the  Hindus
and the Muhammadans, about ten years ago, but I
think the pendulum has now swung" in the opposite
direction.    So far as this Presidency is concerned,
particularly in the north, in Gujarat, we have had
a great deal of communal tension, a great deal more
than in the past.    Whether that can be attributed
in any sense to the Montford Reforms I cannot say.
 64.	I am much obliged to you for correcting me
there;    I  think  you  are  quite right.    It does  not
follow, of course, that because a particular develop
ment may have occurred in the last ten years it is
due to something that happened ten years ago ;  that
is perfectly fair, and I am glad you have corrected
me.    I  wanted to know whether  in  the  last  ten
years in fact from the police point of view the task
—the burden—of keeping law and order in the face
of  communal strain  was  an increasing  burden ?—
Yes, undoubtedly.
 65.	On the whole you think it is ?—Yes.
 66.	Of course, it is by no means limited to Hindu-
Muhammadan tension.   -I did not mention that, nor
did you.    You may have tension of another sort ?—
Yes.
 67.	You may have tension between Brahmins and
non-Brahmins.    I have another question.    I suppose,
of course, the duties of the police, in this and every
other1 country, are to keep order; but the cause which
requires them to be called in may be a cause which
arises either on the transferred side or on the reserved
side ?—Yes.
 68.	To   give. an    instance    which     occurred   in
the Punjab.    There  was   a   very serious situation
which   had  to   be  dealt  with   by  the  police in  a
portion of the Punjab which originally arose from
and   was   traced   back  to   very   strong   feeling   in
a portion of the Sikh community on the subject of
religious   endowments.    That,   as  you   know,   is   a
transferred subject.    It seems, therefore, as though
the police may very likely be required, whoever has
the duty of giving them orders, in connection with
transferred subjects just as much as reserved sub
jects ?—Yes.
 69.	That must be so, of course ?—Yes.
 70.	Then  I want to ask you this.    Besides  the
police force, armed and unarmed, there is, if occasion
ever calls for it, the possibility of asking for military
assistance ?—Yes.
 71.	I  imagine the  police handle  a  situation  by
themselves without the military ever being called out
if it can possibly be managed ?—Yes.
 72.	That is certainly, if I may express an opinion,
the proper view—that the military should never be
" brought in, if it can possibly be avoided, in matters which the police are concerned to keep straight.    In

